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changes. "Within this material system various qualitative differences 
emerge. There grows up, in particular, by gradual development, the 
vast series of living forms, with man at their head, in whom first the uni- 
verse comes to consciousness of itself ; and it is in the more and more 
perfect working out of this life, so far as we can see, that the ultimate 
meaning of the universe is displayed" (pp. 229 f.). We cannot explain 
the spiritual life of man by any of the lower and less comprehensive facts 
around it, it must be explained from within. Our universe must some- 
how be an intelligible system, and some form of humanism is the only 
way of making it intelligible to ourselves. And though our philosophical 
system will probably always be of a somewhat tentative character, yet we 
need not despair of seeing it sufficiently completed to become a guide, 
a power, and an inspiration in our lives. 

Frank Thilly. 
Cornell University. 

Religion, critique et philosophic positive chez Pierre Bayle. Par Jean 

Delvolve. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1906. — pp. 446. 

We have here the most comprehensive and thorough study of the work 
of Pierre Bayle that has thus far appeared. In the opinion of Dr. Delvolve, 
Bayle was one of the most celebrated, and yet least understood, of the phi- 
losophers of the seventeenth century. Not one of his contemporaries pen- 
etrated the depth of his thought or appreciated the true significance of his 
writings. He did not take the place in the history of human thought which 
he deserved because his ideas were so original, were not presented in sys- 
tematic form, and were scattered through a great mass of writings. For the 
same reasons his influence made itself felt but slowly and imperfectly ; he 
exercised what Dr. Delvolve calls an " anonymous " influence upon the de- 
velopment of thinking. The French philosophers of the eighteenth century 
seldom mention Bayle' s name, but they draw copiously from his Dictionary. 
He influenced, among others, the Encyclopedists, Voltaire, and Holbach, 
but only one of the eighteenth century thinkers understood and employed 
his method, and that was Montesquieu. 

And it is in his method that Bayle' s originality and the interest attaching 
to his work lies. He alone of his age held that the critical knowledge of 
facts is the touchstone of all truth, in the field of history and morals as well 
as in physics, and that such knowledge is capable of supplying positive 
equivalents for theological systems of the universe and of morals. The 
application of this method to religious problems results in a destructive crit- 
icism of religion, regarded both as a revelation and as the sum-total of 
philosophical reasonings. Bayle criticises the dogmas partly by opposing 
to them facts that contradict them, partly by pointing out the natural and 
historical contradictions of reason. Religious apologetics is thus reduced 
to revelation, which must itself submit to the critical examination of the 
historical facts upon which it is based. Nothing essential, Dr. Delvolve 



No. 5.] NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 561 

declares, has been added to this general frame-work of religious criticism 
since the days of the great French critic. 

The same method also furnishes Bayle with the principles of positive 
knowledge concerning the questions from which it has eliminated religious 
authority and apriori reasoning. For the theological and metaphysical 
dogmas on the nature and the origin of the universe he substitutes simple 
hypotheses, whose merit consists in their agreement with observable laws of 
phenomena. It is for this reason that he inclines to the acceptance of the 
hypothesis of the animated atom as according best with the totality of 
natural laws. He is particularly interested in moral problems, for which he 
seeks naturalistic and sociological sblutions as sufficing for human practice, 
and rejects as explanations the entire theological-metaphysical system of 
the providential government of the world, divine commandments, free will, 
grace, immortality, and eternal sanctions. It is his method and the theories 
resulting from its application that make Bayle an interesting and valuable 
object of study to the present age, and justify the publication of a work like 
that of Dr. Delvolve. 

Frank Thilly. 
Cornell University. 

A Study of the Influence of Custom on Moral Judgment. By Frank 
Chapman Sharp. [Bulletin of the University of Wisconsin, 236.] 
Madison, 1908. — pp. 144. 

This monograph is a study, conducted by the method of the questionaire, 
of the moral judgments of certain groups of students in the University of 
Wisconsin. The students whose opinions were sought were not confined 
to the College of Letters and Science, but included a considerable number 
of relatively untrained students pursuing the Short Course in Agriculture. 
The answers of this latter group served as a valuable check on the results 
obtained from those who were pursuing a course of liberal study, and who 
for this reason might be supposed to represent less accurately the point of 
view of the popular moral consciousness. 

Whatever may be the reader's prejudice against the questionaire, he 
must acknowledge, I think, that Professor Sharp has been aware, through- 
out his investigation, of the limitations and dangers of the method, and has 
striven to guard his accepted data from error. There seems to be no 
reason to doubt that he has obtained by the written and oral answers to 
his questions a fair expression of the ideas of middle-class American youth 
of both sexes concerning some difficult moral problems. I am also in- 
clined to believe with Professor Sharp that the results would be substanti- 
ally the same if the examination could be so widened in its scope as to 
include very large numbers of Americans and Europeans of the younger 
generation. 

The aim of the study is primarily to test the theory, so widely current, 
that custom is the great force in determining the morality of each successive 



